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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 29, 2020 

ATTENDANCE 

 

In Attendance: Marion Ladouceur President 
 George MacDonald VP Finance 
 Jim Bomhof VP Junior-Major 
 Jenn Matheson VP Minor 
 Andree Davis VP Field 
 Frank Lawrence VP Officiating 
 Rick Phillips VP Coaching 
 Jim Leworthy VP Development 
 Sonya Crossey VP Promotion 
 Stan Cockerton Executive Director 
 Ron MacSpadyen Marketing Director 
 Jeramie Bailey Promotions Director 
 Bruce Codd Technical Director 
 Fiona Clevely Administration 
   
With Regrets: John Doherty Past President 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 29, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM. 

Chairperson’s Welcome (Marion Ladouceur) 

1. Marion welcomed the group and thanked everyone for their attendance. In 40 
years of lacrosse involvement, a situation like this has never been seen before. 
There is a lot of stress and emotion in the world, but the Board of Directors 
continues to act with professionalism and composure. The volunteers and staff 
were commended for their commitment to following the guidelines.  
 

VP Minor Report (Jenn Matheson): 

1. There are a significant number of clubs who are doing great things in the 
absence of in-person activity; Brampton is doing a fitness challenge to 
substitute for kids who are missing their physical education classes in school, 
Zone 7 is encouraging athletes to upload videos of themselves participating in 
physical activity, Mary Sticca has begun a “365 Days of Lacrosse” grassroots 
email campaign, an athlete in Hamilton named Owen Craddock is running 
5K/day to raise money for COVID-19 research, and countless other leaders are 
working to promote the game. The Board of Directors commended everyone 
who is making a contribution to reflecting lacrosse in a positive light during this 
time.  

2. Clubs throughout Ontario have requested permission to cancel their 
tournaments so that they can initiate the process of refunding registered teams. 
The clubs that have requested the opportunity to cancel their tournament are 
driven by the forfeiture of municipal permits, and were accompanied by email 
confirmation from the facilities. In addition to the submitted club names 
requesting approval to cancel their invitation tournaments, Guelph Minor 
Lacrosse Association’s executive has indicated that their municipal permit has 
been delayed, and would like to request that their tournament be rescheduled at 
a later date. Marion directed Jenn Matheson to work with Nicole Roe and the 
Guelph executive to determine if rescheduling this event at a later date will be 
feasible.  
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To approve the immediate cancellation through appropriate process for Arthur, 
Centre-Wellington, Kitchener, Oshawa, Owen Sound, Pelham, Toronto Beaches, 
based on the unavailability of municipal facilities. 
m/ Jenn Matheson 
s/ Sonya Crossey 
CARRIED. 

 

VP Field Report (Andree Davis): 

1. Has there been any discussion about a “Return To Play” policy that would 
outline the conditions that need to be met by health officials in order to resume 
lacrosse activities?  
 
Discussion: the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries has 
established an amateur sport advisory panel that is committed to publishing 
safe return recommendations for each sport, with input from sport leaders and 
representatives. There is not currently a timeline for each sport to receive this 
information, but the OLA may supplement the Ministry’s guidelines with 
additional information that will prioritize the safety of our members.  
 

2. OMFLL clubs are seriously impacted and are depleting their financial reserves 
in order to refund families. Insurance and magazine fees continue to be “hot 
button points” for clubs; will there be a decision on these items soon? 
 
Discussion: discussions with the OLA’s insurance company have continued to 
be productive, and an answer will be communicated as soon as any 
amendment to the OLA’s insurance contract has been reached. The OLA 
insurance certificate is active as of January 1st, 2020, and the insurance 
company has indicated that they will need time to sort through this 
unprecedented situation with each of their clients. As previously stated, the 
Ontario Lacrosse Magazine will be reduced to a single issue for 2020, provided 
that it is still financially viable to publish.  
 

3. Will there be any financial relief for fall AGM fees? 
 
Discussion: there will likely be financial relief for clubs, but it is too early to say 
what format the AGM will take. This is one of the many areas for financial aid 
that is being examined by the OLA in support of clubs.  
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4. For those who completed their officiating recertification, what refund options will 
be available for these officials to be refunded? Will their fees be applied to 
2021, or will they need to recertify again?  
 
Discussion: discussions on this process should include an appropriate OLOA 
representative when a decision is made on what will happen with each sector’s 
season. Certification clinics have taken place for the majority of officials in 
Ontario in all three sectors, and a number of expenses were incurred in this 
process, including clinic facilities, clinician travel, jerseys and software. Any 
decision related to referee refunds needs to balance this fact with an approach 
that is fair and equitable to officials. The OLA acknowledges that it will likely not 
recover all of the costs associated with certification if the season is lost, but 
agreed to prioritize officials’ best interest as much as possible while 
acknowledging the future negative impact to the officiating program if a large 
deficit is created this year.  
 

5. The OWFL is currently examining options for a modified season. If the season 
is shortened to a small number of weekend opportunities, will this affect athlete 
eligibility for Team Ontario? 
 
Discussion: there are a large number of OLA Rules and Regulations that will 
need to be revisited for the best interest of the game for the 2020 season. More 
information on Team Ontario athlete eligibility criteria will be made available 
once a decision is reached on the safe return date for sport.  
 

Submission of Club Concerns: 

Stan Cockerton spoke about the number of repeated questions that are submitted by 
clubs through their respective VPs. It is important to make sure that each Board of 
Directors member fully understands the discussion topics and provincial position when 
communicating with their league representatives. Patience and understanding are 
important parts of moving through this situation with a positive attitude.  

Jenn Matheson received an email request from a club president to attend future 
meetings under OLA Bylaw B6.10. Special meetings are currently scheduled to 
discuss sensitive issues; and this bylaw is intended to cover in-person meetings of the 
Board of Directors, not virtual meetings. As such, the club president will be invited to 
attend the next regularly scheduled in-person meeting on June 10th, 2020.  
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VP Coaching Report (Rick Phillips): 

1. Similar to the officials, there are a number of coaches who have registered to 
attend coaching clinics. Unlike officials, coaching certification is not an annual 
requirement, so the option to defer coaching certification to the following year is 
more realistic than it is for the officiating community, where certification is 
required each calendar year. The overwhelming majority of coaches in Ontario 
have not received their clinic, whereas the opposite is true of the officials. 
Marion directed Frank Lawrence to connect with Ryan Wilson to decide on 
refund recommendations for the officials for the Board of Directors to consider.  
 

To approve the refund of any coaches who have not yet attended their certification 
clinic, less the cost of registration processing fees. 
m/ Rick Phillips 
s/ Sonya Crossey 
CARRIED. 
 

May Board of Governors Meeting: 

The staff members have identified a number of questions related to the May Board of 
Governors meeting. Considerations were given to the format, timeline, levels of 
interaction, tone and messaging in order to maintain productivity while addressing 
concerns. This meeting is intended to be an information session for representatives 
and should include a state of the union address from the appropriate VP’s prior to the 
question and answer period. It must be clearly stated that a number of “big picture 
questions” don’t have answers at this point, although the OLA staff and Board of 
Directors are actively engaged in working through as many scenarios as possible.  
 

To adjourn the April 29th, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. 
m/ Jim Bomhof 
s/ Frank Lawrence 
CARRIED. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:32 PM. 

 


