
1 | P a g e  
 

 

 

ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 3, 2020 

ATTENDANCE 

 

In Attendance: Marion Ladouceur President 
 George MacDonald VP Finance 
 Jim Bomhof VP Junior-Major 
 Jenn Matheson VP Minor 
 Andree Davis VP Field 
 Frank Lawrence VP Officiating 
 Rick Phillips VP Coaching 
 Jim Leworthy VP Development 
 Sonya Crossey VP Promotion 
 Stan Cockerton Executive Director 
 Ron MacSpadyen Marketing Director 
 Jeramie Bailey Promotions Director 
 Bruce Codd Technical Director 
 Fiona Clevely Administration 
   
With Regrets: John Doherty Past President 
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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

WEDNESDAY JUNE 3, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM. 

Chairperson’s Welcome (Marion Ladouceur) 

1. Marion welcomed the group and thanked everyone for their attendance. This 
situation continues to be challenging for everyone, and it will take the collective 
strength of the entire membership working together in order to endure. Creative 
ways to stay connected to the membership, including the OLA’s “Six Steps to 
the Crease” webcast and Mary Sticca’s “365 Days of Lacrosse” email 
campaign, will prove beneficial in both the short-term and the long-term.  
 

CLA Semi-Annual Meeting Report (Stan Cockerton): 

1. The CLA voted on an amendment that extended the midget age division to a 
three-year cohort (15-17 years old). The OLA spoke against this measure, 
which has not been supported or recommended by the Long-Term Athlete 
Development committee. Importantly, this change will not be in effect for 2021 
because Canada Summer Games (the host event for the next Midget National 
Championships) has previously approved the 16U division for competition.  

2. At Wednesday’s special meeting, a revised operating budget was presented 
that revealed that the CLA is set to receive $470,000 in emergency relief 
funding from the Canadian Lacrosse Foundation to continue their operations. 
The OLA has formally requested that the same foundation provide support to 
each Member Association, and a committee has been struck to examine this 
opportunity further. At this point, every Member Association is struggling with 
the possibility of this season not taking place in a number of ways: financial 
viability, modified programming, return to play protocols, and the internal 
structure of amateur sport. Most of the other Member Associations have 
received early indications from their respective governments that provincial 
funding is up in the air and shouldn’t be relied upon in the short term. 

3. National championships will not be held in any sector in 2020. Hosts are 
welcome to re-apply for 2021, with the acknowledgement that hosting privileges 
will not necessarily be awarded automatically. OLA clubs have agreed to apply 
to host the Founders Cup (Brampton), Minto Cup (St. Catharines) and Mann 
Cup (Major Series Lacrosse) once the application window is opened.  
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Ontario Lacrosse Hall of Fame Induction Class of 2020 (Jim Bomhof): 

1. The Ontario Lacrosse Hall of Fame & Museum has announced its 2020 Class of 
Inductees. Joining honoured past members this year will be Steve McCullough 
(Brampton), Gavin Prout (Brooklin) and Phillip Sanderson (Orangeville) in the 
Player Category, Allan Gordaneer (Mississauga) in the Veteran Category, and 
Joanne Stanga (Orillia) and Marion Ladouceur (Welland) in the Builder 
Category. The Board of Directors and staff congratulated Marion on her well-
deserved induction into the Ontario Lacrosse Hall of Fame in recognition of her 
three decades of volunteer service to the sport as a team manager, coach, 
referee, club volunteer, zone director, provincial ratings coordinator, event 
convenor, and OLA Board of Directors member as both VP of Minor Box (14 
years) and President (4 years).  

 
Referee Refunds Discussion (Frank Lawrence): 

1. Frank circulated the joint OLOA / OLA proposal as it was received from the 
OLOA Executive. To summarize the proposal, a total of $15.00 would be held 
back from each referee’s refund, regardless of whether or not they attended 
their certification clinic, and for the 2021 season, the cost of each clinic would 
be lowered by $15.00 to offset the costs for each official. In addition to 
withholding $15.00 from each official, entry level officials in each sector would 
forfeit an additional $45.00 to account for the cost of the provided officiating 
jersey. All remaining lost clinic certification costs would be shouldered by the 
OLA to be made up in other revenue areas. Once refunds were successfully 
processed, the OLA would honour a “reserve list” of certified officials (those who 
had successfully completed their officiating clinic) in the event that modified 
games were permitted for the 2020 season. 
 
Discussion: the Board of Directors considered the committee’s 
recommendation, as well as alternative options that maintained priority of the 
official’s best interests, both this year and in the future. Jim Leworthy stated that 
registered Team Ontario participants were given the option to have 10% held 
back from each refund, or apply the full amount to the 2021 program, at the 
choice of the participant, and has been well-received as a fair compromise by 
those involved. Jenn Matheson stated that it was important to remain consistent 
with the decision made for coaches who had not attended their certification 
clinic: to refund all fees less the cost of credit card processing. Stan Cockerton 
reflected that the decision to include the OLOA in discussions and 
recommendations was intended to demonstrate the respect that the OLA has 
for the OLOA. The Board of Directors reiterated that agreement negotiations will 
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need to be better-handled, and should include sector representatives from the 
Board of Directors to ensure that everyone understands the OLOA’s 
contributions to the successful operation of each season.  

 
To approve the refund of all 2020 registered OLA officials according to the ad hoc 
committee recommendation of the OLOA and OLA.  
m/ Rick Phillips 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
a/ Frank Lawrence, George MacDonald 
DEFEATED. 
 

To offer the option for officials who have registered but not attended an online or in-
person clinic in 2020 to accept a refund of 100% of fees paid, less the appropriate 
payment processing costs for their level, or, to allow the official to direct their clinic 
registration fees to be applied toward their certification clinic in 2021 (an official 
choosing to defer their clinic registration payment would be guaranteed to receive their 
clinic for free in 2021, regardless of the announced clinic fee).  
m/ Jim Bomhof 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
a/ Frank Lawrence, George MacDonald 
CARRIED. 
 

To offer the option for officials who have registered and attended an online or in-
person clinic in 2020 to accept a refund of 90% of fees paid, with the remaining 10% 
directed towards offsetting costs incurred with certifying officials in the lead-up to the 
2020 season, or, to allow the official to direct their clinic registration fees to be applied 
toward their certification clinic in 2021 (an official choosing to defer their clinic 
registration payment would be guaranteed to receive their clinic for free in 2021, 
regardless of the announced clinic fee), with 2020 certification honoured in the event 
that any sanctioned play is permitted this season.  
m/ Jenn Matheson 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
a/ Frank Lawrence, George MacDonald 
CARRIED. 

 
Special Note: the process to refund officials, unless special circumstances are 
indicated, is not activated until a decision is made and announced on whether or not 
the OLA will proceed with each sector’s season.  
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Minor Council Submission (Jenn Matheson): 

1. Following the most recent Minor Council meeting, the Zone 6 executive 
prepared an email on behalf of all zone directors requesting the OLA to cancel 
the competition lacrosse season for 2020 and extend the prohibition on in-
person lacrosse activities from June 15th until June 30th. This request is made 
on the basis that associations are unwilling to proceed with refunds until the 
OLA announces its direction for the season.  
 
Discussion: it is very important to consider the unique situations of our players 
and parents throughout this situation. They are an important part of our 
organization and their voice needs to be heard and respected. At this point, our 
insurance provider has not indicated what will happen with each participant’s 
pre-paid insurance, so clubs are recommended to provide refunds back to their 
parents if requested to do so in accordance with their club refund policy, less 
the amount associated with OLA registration. With Premier Ford extending the 
Ontario Emergency Order to June 30th, the OLA’s June 15th date is irrelevant. It 
will be necessary for the Board of Directors to meet next week to determine an 
appropriate extension date that extends beyond the Ontario Emergency Order, 
in accordance with the Ministry’s recommendations.  
 

2. Several more clubs have announced suspension of their programs, including 
Six Nations, Pelham and Fort Erie, based on facility availability.  
 
Discussion: the OLA is working directly with the Ontario Recreation Facilities 
Association to build a list of facility restriction dates and procedures in order to 
help clubs determine the best course of action for play within their zones.  
 

Ministry Announcement on Return to Activity (RTA): 

1. Stan Cockerton has been informed that the direction for protocols for return to 
activity, which were expected to be published sometime in June by the ad hoc 
Ministry Advisory Panel on Amateur Sport, has changed. The Province of 
Ontario will now receive custom RTA plans directly from each PSO (provincial 
sports organization), with the PSO being responsible for preparing all measures 
for submission and approval by the Ministry’s healthcare task force. As a result 
of this change in direction, the OLA will need to strike a committee to prepare 
our Return to Activity guidelines for official submission. The following committee 
is proposed: Jenn Matheson, Jim Bomhof, Jim Leworthy, Mary Sticca, Max 
Perron, Barb Boyes, Yvonne Harding, Steve MacGregor, Wendy Cuthbert, 
Bruce Codd, Ron MacSpadyen, Fiona Clevely and Jeramie Bailey.  
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Discussion: it will be important to include people in the process who are 
outside of the Board of Governors, Board of Directors, and staff, because 
feedback from closer to the ground level will be key to ensuring success. This 
committee will have an aggressive timeline, but the most important principle will 
remain its focus on the best health care information available while recognizing 
that this landscape is changing daily. None of us are experts in this field, and 
everyone will need to work together to be effective. Although this committee is 
much larger than most ad hoc OLA committees, other people from the lacrosse 
community should be invited to participate in this “all hands on deck” project.  
 

OLA Case Manager Position (Jim Leworthy): 

1. Ian Woolridge has submitted his resignation from the case manager position 
after receiving criticism from members of the Board of Governors, arising from a 
perceived conflict of interest made without any evidence or understanding of the 
OLA’s Conflict of Interest Policy. To clarify, the case manager is responsible for 
coordinating the appeals process, not determining whether or not appeals have 
merit or the outcome of any hearing. Ian is a valuable member of the Ontario 
Lacrosse community, and good volunteers are the key to success. Accepting 
his resignation in this case does a disservice to the OLA, and the Board of 
Directors should recognize his advantage to the organization.  
 

To direct Marion Ladouceur to formally request that Ian Woolridge rescinds his 
resignation as OLA Case Manager, and to address the Board of Governors as a 
whole on the appropriateness of this situation to encourage greater understanding of 
OLA policies and procedures, and the roles that volunteers fulfill in administering the 
game.  
m/ Jim Leworthy 
s/ Sonya Crossey 
CARRIED. 
 

Extension of Junior Lacrosse Leagues to 22U (Jim Bomhof): 

1. Junior leagues in Ontario (OJCLL, OJBLL and OJALL) are in various stages of 
requesting a policy change to extend Junior-aged lacrosse leagues to be 
capped at 22U as opposed to their historical 21U age limit. Stan Cockerton 
indicated that there are a number of mixed messages floating within Ontario 
and in similar leagues across the country; some commissioners and Member 
Associations have spoken both for and against this measure. The Board of 
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Directors suggested that Marion and Jim Bomhof set up a meeting with all 
stakeholders, including minor sector representatives and senior commissioners, 
to gain some understanding of the reasoning behind the requests, and to report 
back to the Board of Directors to determine whether or not there is merit for the 
OLA to explore this request. Stan reminded everyone that age divisions are set 
out within the OLA’s Rules & Regulations, and that the membership is 
responsible for these types of amendments through the Annual General 
Meeting, not through the Board of Directors. 
 

OMFLL Financials Update (Jim Leworthy): 

1. Information related to the committee’s request of the OMFLL continues to be 
submitted. The OMFLL has been cooperating throughout the process, and there 
is no concern from any of the committee members to date.  
 

To adjourn the June 3rd, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. 
m/ Andree Davis 
s/ Frank Lawrence 
CARRIED. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 


