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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

THURSDAY MAY 7, 2020 

ATTENDANCE 

 

In Attendance: Marion Ladouceur President 
 George MacDonald VP Finance 
 Jim Bomhof VP Junior-Major 
 Jenn Matheson VP Minor 
 Andree Davis VP Field 
 Frank Lawrence VP Officiating 
 Rick Phillips VP Coaching 
 Jim Leworthy VP Development 
 Sonya Crossey VP Promotion 
 Stan Cockerton Executive Director 
 Ron MacSpadyen Marketing Director 
 Jeramie Bailey Promotions Director 
 Bruce Codd Technical Director 
 Fiona Clevely Administration 
   
With Regrets: John Doherty Past President 
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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

THURSDAY MAY 7, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM. 

Chairperson’s Welcome (Marion Ladouceur) 

1. Marion welcomed the group and thanked everyone for their attendance. There 
are nine submitted questions / concerns for the Board of Directors to discuss 
and prepare to answer at next week’s Board of Governors’ meeting.  
 

Board of Governors Submitted Questions: 

1. Return-to-Play Questions 
 
a. Does the OLA have a Pandemic protocol in place? If so, when was it approved 

and was it shared with the membership? (Senior Women’s Box) 
 

b. What support/training will the OLA be providing to the Minor Box Associations in 
order to identify & establish best practices for mitigation of risk prior to return to 
play? (Zone 9) 
 

c. Are there plans in progress or to be implemented regarding a ‘Return to Play’ 
Policy. What might be some of the factors that would be included in the policy 
regarding implementation and other protocols? What is the expected process 
and possible timelines to implement programs once the ‘green light’ to resume 
lacrosse activities is given? (For planning, administration, scheduling, 
registration etc). not a question -just a comment: Thank you to all of the Staff 
and Board members of the OLA for their dedication, commitment, patience, and 
guidance throughout this ordeal. Thank you! (Junior Field) 
 
Stan Cockerton: A pandemic protocol is not in place for any sport that we’re 
aware of. Two OLA notices have been put out on best practices based on 
information received from the Public Health Agency of Ontario. A more detailed 
guide regarding sport opportunities during this pandemic is expected to be 
provided by the provincial government branch that we report directly to, which 
has set up ad-hoc committees to examine these issues. When the green light is 
given, a start-up policy with general guidelines will be put in place. At that point, 
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things that affect lacrosse that are not explicitly covered in those guidelines will 
be addressed by the OLA. 
 

2. The members are wondering why there is a definite lack of communication for the 
OLA directly to the membership? They are getting tired of listening to me 
rationalizing. An e-mail blast once a week or every two weeks would be nice. 
(Junior “B”) 
 
Jim Bomhof: The OLA Board of Directors and staff are currently meeting weekly or 
bi-weekly. We are posting things on our website and on social media. We’re 
communicating through our Six Steps to the Crease webcast series. We are asking 
for Board of Governors to vote on issues and provide input throughout this process. 
Email directly to the membership are possible, though they would likely be short 
since there aren’t a lot of answers to the “big picture questions” at this point. That 
said, it is critical that we know what the membership is looking for, and if increased 
communication would be helpful, it can be considered as an option. 
 

3. Will there be any form of 'punishments' or retribution handed out to the OJCLL, its 
clubs, or its players because of their decision to cancel the season to protect its 
members and fans and officials? e.g. if there is Jr B action will any of the former Jr 
C players who are able and willing to play be able to? Will there be any kind of 
monetary actions taken against the Jr C teams? Thanks for the chance to ask 
questions. (Junior “C”). 
 
Jim Bomhof: The decision to cancel without following established process has 
caused additional issues. The expectation is that OLA leagues act in unison with 
guidance from the Board of Directors in the hopes of managing this situation in an 
orderly manner. There could be negative outcomes of this situation, but these 
results should not be seen punishments that are scheduled by the OLA. That said, 
the OLA respects decisions made in the interest of player safety, and wishes to 
improve the relationships with each league, including listening to their needs and 
working to manage their situations.  
 

4. Thank you in advance for your attention. I would like to know if a survey has been 
sent out to get a better understanding of how many players have told the clubs that 
they cannot play or have requested their money back. This could effect having a 
season for clubs if parents needed money to pay for groceries and requested 
refunds. I think that sending out a survey would give a better picture of what the 
frontline organizers are looking at. In zone 6 alone I have many presidents and 
volunteers that are essential services. They might need some time to get over this 
and could have put their volunteering in the back burner. This season may be 
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further behind then any of us know. This is that time when I would normally start 
planning for next year. I fear that if there is a season we do not have all the 
information that we need to be sure that the clubs am an run a viable season. I 
hope that makes sense!!! (Zone 6) 
 
Jenn Matheson: The OLA is engaged in two separate surveys: one that examines 
the issues surrounding refunds, and one that requests feedback for lacrosse-
specific safety protocols. These surveys would be part of the improvement in 
communication that the Board of Directors seeks to achieve with the Board of 
Governors and club presidents. It is important that the OLA hears and understands 
everything that our members have to say.  
 

5. If a contingency plan is being worked on for a minor modified season, when is it 
being shared? And who's input is being used for the modification? (Zone 8) 
 
Jenn Matheson: Yes, contingency schedules are prepared based on a variety of 
“start dates.” Zones will be given input when we move closer to that point; these 
things are a work in progress at this point, and the idea of publishing a number of 
different plans makes it seem as though zones may choose which one they want to 
use, as opposed to one universal event calendar that applies to everyone equally. 
Additional planning that reflects the Ontario Lacrosse Festival and "A" Qualifier 
programs are also prepared. At this point, we're working in small groups while we 
wait for clear direction from the Ministry.  
 

6. With the recent United Lacrosse League announcement, and if we are unable to 
play lacrosse this year, what is the strategic plan moving forward from the OLA that 
will help each minor Association recruit lacrosse players? (Zone 10) 
 
Andree Davis: Yes, the OLA is aware of a number of For-Profit companies who 
have announced that they will operate in direct violation of the Ontario Emergency 
Order, and in direct conflict with the OLA. For-profit companies are just that: they 
operate for-profit, and these actions are especially encouraged by decisions within 
the Board of Governors to “cancel lacrosse” and then use club forums to promote 
these opportunities. It may not be necessary to resolve it this year if there isn’t an 
opportunity for teams to play, but we do have unenforced provisions in our bylaws: 
participants may not register with other lacrosse programs while registered with the 
OLA. As it stands, for-profit companies are bound by the same emergency orders 
as the OLA. In regard to moving forward, one of the OLA’s planned projects that the 
OLA is is to review our programs and policies to avoid these type of “head to head” 
conflicts with for-profit programs.  
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7. What is the OLA response to the United Lacrosse League announcement? What is 
our drop-dead date for box? field? What is the registration process for Fall looking 
like? This was discussed weeks ago with Ron and remains unanswered. (Minor 
Field) 
 
Andree Davis, Jenn Matheson & Jim Bomhof: For minor box, we anticipate to 
open physical activity for July 1st and to begin play for July 15th. If July 1st is not 
possible because of extensions to the Ontario Emergency Order, it will likely be 
unrealistic to host a provincial championship this season. The next 30 days will be 
critical in identifying what options are available. Junior and senior box leagues are a 
bit more challenging to determine, since the winner of Ontario is scheduled to 
host/represent the OLA at their respective CLA national championships. Either way, 
these leagues will need to be modified, but the extent of the modification is not yet 
known. There is consideration given to hosting tournament formats in order to 
increase the number of games played. Field lacrosse could begin earlier, if the box 
season is determined to not be possible. Everything depends on the next few 
weeks and the ability of the province to contain the threat of COVID-19. Ron 
MacSpadyen and Fiona Clevely are actively engaged in the process of determining 
event schedules, along with the appropriate sector representative. We know that 
our players, clubs and parents would expect us to do everything we could and hold 
on until the last possible moment before deciding against the possibility of playing 
lacrosse this summer.  
 

8. The "Peel Region Tigers" were accepted by the OSMFLL at our AGM but Marion 
had stated that the OLA was moving away from having regional teams and would 
prefer them to reach out to a local centre and ask for their blessing to use their city's 
name. With all the covid stuff going on, this has slipped their minds until now. So 
they are in the process of reaching out to Brampton minor to ask for their blessing. 
But the Tigers club has not heard anything from Shelly Nobile's league about having 
to do this for that league. Since it is the same organization, they would prefer to not 
go by two different names. So can you please confirm if they are still having to do 
this for both leagues? Or can they just be accepted and continue to use the "Peel 
Region" in their name for our league as well as Shelly's. (Senior Men’s Field) 
 
Ron MacSpadyen: Regional team names are not appropriate. A recommendation 
is currently being considered to drop regional naming conventions from all club 
names in favour of municipal / territorial club names for consistency and clarity. 
Policies that examine the naming and branding of clubs is an example of an OLA 
project that may be undertaken during this suspension of in-person activity.  
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9. For the past several seasons, the OLOA, through RDC committee meetings, has 
requested of the VP of Officiating to provide the budget, SPECIFICALLY, as it 
pertains to the officiating program. This has also been requested by the sector RICs 
in order to most effectively discuss a budget for development, increasing program 
efficiencies and reducing program deficiencies. This has repeatedly not happened. 
During this unprecedented time, in discussions with Jeramie Bailey, it has been 
suggested the referees will not receive a 100% refund for their clinic registration 
costs with the reasoning being that "this would put us in a deficit position for the 
2020 season and this would carry over to the 2021 season." Jeramie and I have 
discussed to have a meeting with Frank, George, himself, myself, Kyle Kropman 
and Shane Withers to further discuss this issue. If we are to make a proper and fair 
decision on registration refunds, I would humbly request that the OLA VP of 
Officiating, in consultation with the OLA VP of Finance, if necessary (although this 
should be relatively and easily done without George) to provide a SPECIFIC 
breakdown of the referee related expenses in 2019. In reviewing the finances 
provided at the AGM and the SAGM, they do not itemize the officiating program. 
(Ontario Lacrosse Officials) 
 
George MacDonald: This question has been addressed as part of ongoing ad hoc 
subcommittee meetings with the OLOA that are tasked with making 
recommendations that are appropriate for both the officials and the OLA for the 
Board of Directors to consider. If there is a season, the OLA will need referees. If 
there isn’t a season, there will likely be more time to put a more detailed budget 
together that addresses some of the officials’ requests in following seasons.  

 

Board of Governors Virtual Townhall Meeting Format: 

1. Introductions & welcoming remarks 
2. Reminders for confidentiality of discussion in order to make everyone comfortable 

when expressing their opinions 
3. Rules for the meeting: participants will be muted until their time to speak, a two-

hour timeline will be observed, and dialogue will be permitted as it pertains to the 
discussion topic 

4. Questions and new concerns will be allowed to be introduced as time permits. 
Rules around discussion are only in place to keep things orderly.  

5. The introductory State of the Union topics should be consistent between sectors 
6. Closing remarks and next steps for league representatives  
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To adjourn the May 7th, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. 
m/ Jenn Matheson 
s/ Rick Phillips 
CARRIED. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM. 

 


