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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

WEDNESDAY APRIL 28, 2021 
 

7:00 PM 

ATTENDANCE 

In Attendance: Jim Bomhof OLA President 
 Marion Ladouceur Past President 
 George MacDonald VP Finance 
 Jim Leworthy VP Junior – Major 
 Tanya Thompson VP Minor 
 Mark Schuetzkowski VP Field 
 Ian Garrison VP Officiating 
 Rick Phillips VP Coaching 
 Sonya Crossey VP Development 
 Colleen Grimes VP Promotions 
 Bruce Codd Technical Director 
 Jeramie Bailey Promotions Director 
 Fiona Clevely Administration 
   
With Regrets: Stan Cockerton Executive Director 
 Ron MacSpadyen Program Director 
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ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

WEDNESDAY APRIL 28, 2021 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM. 

President’s Welcome (Jim Bomhof) 

1. Welcome to this OLA Board of Directors meeting which is scheduled to 
address the previously announced agenda items.  

2. Jeramie recited a land and territory acknowledgement. 
3. Stan Cockerton has taken a leave of absence at the recommendation of a 

medical practitioner. He remains in contact with staff members.  
4. Former members have initiated legal action against the Ontario Lacrosse 

Association and the Ontario Junior “A” Lacrosse League. Counsel has 
been notified and is examining the documentation.  

5. Mark Grimes has been publicly announced as the commissioner of the 
Ontario Junior “A” Lacrosse League. After an onboarding process, Mark 
will be welcomed to join the Board of Governors.  
 

To approve the agenda of the April 28th Board of Directors meeting.  
m/ Marion Ladouceur 
s/ Sonya Crossey 
CARRIED 
 

To approve the meeting minutes of the March 24th and April 21st Board of 
Directors’ meetings.  
m/ Ian Garrison 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
CARRIED 
 

Board of Directors Agreements (Jim Bomhof) 

1. Rick Phillips asked whether all members of the Board of Directors have 
completed their compliance documentation.  

2. Compliance documentation, which is Ministry-approved, is an annual 
requirement for all directors, governors and committee leads.   
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3. Jeramie shared revisions to the OLA’s Conflict of Interest Policy which 
clarify areas of the document that had raised concerns. Language has 
been added to strengthen the document’s processes. The goal of the 
document, which is common in most organizations, is to ensuring that 
everyone who serves in a position of authority understands their fiduciary 
and good faith responsibilities to the association. The proposed changes to 
the policy do not change the spirit or intention, but do clarify the process.  

4. Ian asked for the interpretation of the phrase “appropriate resolution.” 
Jeramie answered that the phrase means “outcome or result.” 

5. Mark and Marion recommended that the phrase “policy” replace the word 
“agreement,” and that the document be split to include an agreement 
section at the conclusion of the policy. Policy denotes the standard 
expectation of behaviour, whereas agreement confers a two-way 
understanding between the parties.  

6. Policies and procedures documentation does not belong as part of the 
Rules & Regulations because that document is largely member-driven. 
Policies should be migrated into a separate manual that contains all 
required policies. 

7. The committee should examine whether there are other areas or scopes 
that should be considered, either in this policy or in a separate, but similar, 
policy. This should be part of a larger review of the OLA’s governance 
structure and documentation.  
 

To refer the Conflict of Interest Policy amendments to a committee based on the 
input provided.  
m/ Mark Schuetzkowski 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
CARRIED 
 

8. Jim Leworthy asked for clarification on the number of members who are 
necessary to form a committee. Under the current regulations, standing 
committees require three members and ad hoc subcommittees require five 
members. The OLA President is a de facto member of all committees.  

9. Anyone who wishes to be part of a policy review committee was 
encouraged forward their interest to Jim Bomhof.  
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Grant Funding Update (George MacDonald) 

1. With the support of staff members, the OLA applied for assistance to 
Jumpstart’s Sport Relief Fund, and has been granted $15,000 in 
operations support. Staff have also encouraged club representatives about 
the eligibility and application process should clubs wish to apply to that 
fund, especially for those clubs who are looking to clear past due accounts.  

2. The federal government has extended both the wage subsidy and rent 
subsidy on a sliding scale until September 2021. Both of these subsidies 
will be used to support the operations of the OLA.  

3. Operational support funding has been provided by the Ontario Ministry 
above and beyond what was originally announced by Minister MacLeod, 
as well as an additional $85,000 for club program support, which will form 
the basis of a grant support program that clubs can apply to the OLA for. 
The Ministry requires tracking to take place for the purpose of granting 
these funds. 

4. Committees will be formed to oversee the application process. The Board 
of Directors will need to act quickly to provide assistance to clubs, zones 
and leagues. All funding for this particular area will need to be distributed 
prior to the end of June; criteria for disbursement is set by the Ministry.  
 

To strike committees who are responsible for overseeing the disbursement of 
club program grant support according to the approved budget lines. The first 
committee, responsible for overseeing Junior and Senior funding, will be Jim 
Bomhof, Jim Leworthy, Mark Schuetzkowski, Ron MacSpadyen and Fiona 
Clevely. The second committee, responsible for overseeing minor funding in all 
sectors, will be Tanya Thompson, Sonya Crossey, Mark Schuetzkowski, Ron 
MacSpadyen and Fiona Clevely.  
m/ George MacDonald 
s/ Ian Garrison 
CARRIED 
 

VP Coaching Report (Rick Phillips) 

1. Coaching certification remains on hold until further notice.  
 

VP Officiating Report (Ian Garrison) 

1. Report submitted.  
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2. The Officiating Task Force needs to be actioned promptly. Al Orth is not 
available to continue as the chairperson. The previous committee featured 
three Directors, three Governors and three members of the OLOA 
Executive, as well as a chairperson.  

3. Ian volunteered to serve as the chairperson, along with Jim Bomhof, 
Sonya Crossey, Rick Phillips (Board of Directors), Doug Luey, Paul Vivian 
and Yvonne Harding (Board of Governors), and three members of the 
OLOA Executive. This decision will be ratified at the Board of Governors 
on May 5th. 

4. An interim agreement between the OLA and the OLOA, which may extend 
the terms of the 2020 agreement by one year, should be explored.  
 

VP Promotions Report (Colleen Grimes) 

1. Ontario Lacrosse University was well-attended (623 total registrations) and 
completed under budget. There are a few remaining pieces to close off this 
event, but initial feedback has been positive. It was a strong team effort by 
those who participated in making the event successful.  

2. Non-profit organizations clubs and leagues, including the OLA, should 
begin the process of protecting trademarks that are associated with their 
brand.  

3. A digital audit of clubs and leagues should be performed. The audit would 
identify platforms, CMS websites and other digital programs that our clubs 
representatives are utilizing, and will to recommendations to improve 
synergy and user experience. 
 

 VP Junior-Major Report (Jim Leworthy) 

1. Congratulations to Mark Grimes for his appointment as commissioner of 
the Ontario Junior “A” Lacrosse League. Jeff Williamson has indicated that 
he will remain involved as the league’s chairperson, and there are a 
number of big announcements that are being planned for the 2021 season.  

2. The league representatives of the Junior-Major Operating Council are 
examining a number of existing regulations in order to provide feedback 
and guidance to the Board of Directors. Their recommendations will be 
forwarded once consensus has been gained. Jim L is not a member of the 
committee. 

3. Junior-Major clubs will be recommended to submit a declaration form that 
outlines their ownership structure and governance information to the OLA 
office annually for the purpose of avoiding disruption in the event of 
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franchise transfer. That information would be reviewed annually for 
accuracy and reliability.  

4. Ian Garrison asked if there had been any appeal of the player release 
decision made by Jim Leworthy on March 16th to declare four Excelsiors 
players as free agents. Jim answered that, to the best of his knowledge, an 
appeal of the decision had not been filed within the published timeline. Ian 
recommended that the players be notified directly of the OLA’s decision. 
Until a decision is reached on the franchise transfer of the MSL Excelsiors, 
the players are unlikely to make a decision on signing anywhere else.  

5. Ian Garrison suggested a review of R25.04, prior to any decision regarding 
the finalization of the MSL Excelsiors franchise relocation, and 
recommended that regular updates from legal counsel be provided to 
everyone to ensure that the process is well understood by the Board of 
Directors. Jim Bomhof will notify the attendees of updates to the process.  
 

To obtain a written legal opinion to provide the OLA with guidance on how to 
proceed with regard to the MSL Excelsiors, prior to any decision or committee 
action.  
m/ Jim Leworthy 
s/ Rick Phillips 
CARRIED 
 

To provide an update to the interested parties on the process that the OLA will 
undertake to resolve this issue.  
m/ Jim Leworthy 
s/ Colleen Grimes 
CARRIED 
 

VP Minor Report (Tanya Thompson) 

1. Ontario-based clubs are inquiring whether individual players who reside 
outside of Ontario, but were registered to clubs within Ontario in previous 
seasons, would be eligible to participate in RTA programming. Tanya 
asked for the Board of Directors to make the decision. Through discussion, 
the Board of Directors agreed to permit those players who reside in 
Quebec, but have historically registered and competed for Nepean, 
Gloucester or Cornwall teams, to register for RTA programming in Ontario, 
subject to provincial border restrictions and any Lacrosse Canada 
regulations that may be in place.  
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2. It is recommended that the OLA not enforce fines related to the submission 
of club compliance documentation for this season, but continue to seek 
this information from club representatives. Although the OLA has rarely 
collected on fines for compliance documentation in the past because clubs 
understand and respect the deadline, the Board of Directors agreed to 
work with clubs to ensure that compliance documentation is gathered for 
the 2021 season without fines assessed to any club.  

3. The Girls Box Ambassadors program is requesting $1,000 for promotion 
and development. George responded that a total of $1,000 was earmarked 
in the budget for the Ambassadors program under Resource Development.  
 

To provide the OLA Girls Box Ambassadors program with $1,000 for promotion.   
m/ Tanya Thompson 
s/ Jim Leworthy 
CARRIED 
 

To adjourn the April 28th Board of Directors meeting.  
m/ Ian Garrison  
s/ Marion Ladouceur 
CARRIED 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:49pm.  


