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- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

RESULTS OF OLA INVESTIGATION OF RACISM DURING SENIOR SERIES PLAY

TORONTO, ON – August 12th, 2021 – After review of events at a recent Senior Series Lacrosse competition in 
St. Catharines on July 24th, the OLA has released the following statement:

The OLA is aware of two separate incidents that occurred during the first weekend of Senior Series Lacrosse 
league play.

In the first, a player from Fort Erie Tigers used derogatory language against another indigenous player from 
London Timber Kings during an altercation. The incident was witnessed by the on-floor officials and the 
appropriate penalty was assessed. The player has been suspended for the remainder of the season.

In the second instance, in a separate game involving the Six Nations Tomahawks, an incident that occurred 
off the playing surface involving spectators was reported to league representatives approximately three hours 
after the conclusion of play. When the incident was reported to the OLA official, the team representatives were 
encouraged to contact police directly. The OLA has independently confirmed with the Niagara Regional Police 
Department that their investigation of this incident has been closed without any evidence of criminal offense.

Sportsmanship is at the centre of our association, and the organization has a zero tolerance policy for racism 
by any OLA members or guests. We are working with representatives of the Six Nations Tomahawks to 
encourage the team to return to league play, and look forward to welcoming the team back to participation 
on the weekend of August 14-15th in Lakefield. Our conversations are rooted in making the team feel both 
welcome and appreciated, and are on-going in order to address issues and implement measures to foster a 
healthy lacrosse environment for all participants moving forward. 

About the Ontario Lacrosse Association:

Since 1897, the Ontario Lacrosse Association (OLA) has been recognized as the administrative governing 
body which exists to improve, foster, perpetuate and govern of all levels (youth, junior and senior) and 
disciplines (box, field and women’s field) of lacrosse in the province of Ontario. 

In addition to coordinating the operation of the sport, the OLA provides informative resources, technical 
development programs and additional supplies for those interested in the “fastest game on two feet.” For more 
information, contact the Ontario Lacrosse Association at 416-426-7066 or email info@ontariolacrosse.com.


