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- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

ONTARIO LACROSSE APPROVES KITCHENER KODIAKS FOR WMSL 
COMPETITION IN 2026

TORONTO, ON – February 5, 2026 – The Ontario Lacrosse Association (OLA) has approved the Kitchener 
Kodiaks for competition in Women’s Major Series Lacrosse (WMSL), expanding the league to 12 teams for the 
upcoming 2026 season.

The approval was granted by the OLA Board of Directors at its meeting on December 6, 2025, following a 
review of the application submitted and reflects the OLA’s ongoing commitment to supporting structured, 
sustainable opportunities for women’s box lacrosse across the province. The addition of a Kitchener-Waterloo 
team strengthens the WMSL as the premier women’s box lacrosse league.

​​The team will be operated by the Kitchener Minor Lacrosse Association and will compete under the new 
Kodiaks identity, aligning with the minor association’s branding. With more than four decades of involvement 
in women’s box lacrosse, the application highlighted strong player-led interest, organizational readiness, and 
a clearly defined pathway for athletes transitioning from the local minor and U22 programs into senior-level 
competition.

The addition of the Kitchener Kodiaks expands access to senior women’s box lacrosse in a region with a 
demonstrated history of participation and growth. With the inclusion of Kitchener, the Women’s Major Series 
Lacrosse league will operate with 12 teams for the upcoming season. The OLA will continue to work with the 
WMSL and its member clubs as preparations for the season move forward.

About the Ontario Lacrosse Association

The Ontario Lacrosse Association (OLA) exists to grow, lead, promote and govern the sport of lacrosse 
within the province of Ontario. We bring together players, coaches, officials, volunteers, and fans in a shared 
commitment to uphold the values of respect, fair play, and community, ensuring a vibrant future for Canada’s 
national summer sport. For more information or to become involved, visit ontariolacrosse.com.

About Women’s Major Series Lacrosse 

Women’s Major Series Lacrosse (WMSL) operates under the governance of the Ontario Lacrosse Association 
and represents the highest level of women’s box lacrosse competition in Ontario. The league provides elite 
competitive opportunities while supporting athlete development through strong connections to minor box 
lacrosse programs across the province. For more information, visit womensmajorseries.ca


